The reformer is always trying to open the school-room door. To the younger generation our eyes are always turning. If we are going to help in the task of making the world safe for democracy, we shall accomplish the greater part of our task by and through the younger generation.
There seems to be no alternative at present, at least, to the conclusion that when, after every proper precaution has been taken, the school authorities find that mental defect is present, the nation should appoint some guardian or supervisory power in the national interest and in the interest of the mentally defective child or adult person. Revision and re-examination are of course, necessary.
This means educational reform on a grand scale, for it shows that means and methods must be found to make the best of all those children whose mental gifts are so inadequate that they cannot take up the duties of citizenship. The important thing is to remember that they have gifts and to discover these and give them development and encouragement.
